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gree of alarm for the peace  and security of the
metropolis.    But it now appeared that he viewed
the subject in a very different light; from the month
of August last, the time in which the appeals were
made,three months had elapsed before it \vas deter-
mined whether any amendments should be made to
the bill; the committee1 had been three mouths more
in making their report; and now three months in.
addition had been lost during the sitting of parlia-
ment, and all this time the city had been without
either its new or its old militia. It had been boasted
last session, that the bill would not affect the poor,
as householders rated at fifteen pounds or upwards
were alone affected by it; but this laudable circum-
stance was now done away, as the ward rate was
extended to every householder whatever, and even
women, the lame and the blind, were affected by
it.    Nay, so far from favouring the poor,, as had
been asserted, the amendments seemed to be par-
ticularly levelled against the poor ;  for  by  one of
the clauses, the rich who might be fined in twenty
pounds or upwards, might dispute  the matter in
Westminster Hall; while the poor, who might be
lined in sums below that, were to be judged in a
more summary way, without the benefit of a trial
by jury.    He said, there were several such inferior
points as these which deserved attention ; but the
principal subject which he wished to urge was, the
preservation of the military rights of the city, and
he hoped the house would be cautious how they in-
fringed them.

The City of London has from time immemorial
possessed the right of commanding and keeping- at
home its own militia. In the 17th of Charles" 1L
that monarch confirmed all the charters of the City
of London. In doing so, every charter from the
earliest time was recited and renewed. The charter
begins, " Charles IL by the grace of God, &c/'
and goes on, " we have seen the charter of Wil-
liam I." it then recites every charter verbsftim, be-
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